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WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Specification 

1 . The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because on page 1 , lines 21 +, the 
reference to figures 1a2), etc do not match that shown in the drawings, please delete 
the closing parentheticals ")" from each. Correction is required. See MPEP 

§ 608.01(b). 

Claim Objections 

2. Claims 5-9 are objected to because of the following informalities: on line 6+ of 
claim 1 , "or in connection with its outlet to form a seal..." is vague and unclear, how 
does a bend create a seal. In this alternative format; it is unclear if this element or the 
prior "bend" or "loop" is being claimed. Also, although applicant is allowed to be their 
own lexicographer, loop Is taken to mean a closed path that starts and ends at the same 
point, like a circle, which is not disclosed. Phrases like "is designed to" should be 
deleted since they are vauge and unclear as to what is the meets and bounds of the 
claim. In claims 8-9, the phrase "after it" is unclear as to upstream or downstream and 
from which element this is relative to. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 

form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
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(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. Claims 5 and 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Schroeder et al 4,705,1 14. Schroeder sliows a pipe separator 74 (fig 4) for tlie 
separation of fluids, for example separation of oil, gas and water in connection with the 
extraction and production of oil and gas from formations beneath the sea bed, 
comprising a pipe-shaped separator body (fig 4) with an inlet and outlet that principally 
corresponds to the transport pipe (36, 19) to which the pipe separator is connected, 
wherein a pipe bend or loop (indicated at ref numeral 74 in fig 4) is arranged in the pipe 
separator 74 or in connection with its outlet to form a downstream fluid seal in relation to 
the pipe separator, which is designed to maintain a fluid level in the pipe separator, but 
which also allows the pipe separator and the loop to be pigged (col 3 lines 60+). 

As concerns claim 7, Schroeder shows a bypass pipe (71 ) for gas is designed to 
conduct gas around the fluid seal and that the inlet of the pipe (19) is connected to the 
pipe separator upstream of it, while the outlet is connected to the transport pipe 
downstream of the pipe separator (fig 4). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

5. Claims 6, and 8-9 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 
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Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thomas A. Beach whose telephone number is 
571 .272.6988. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 8:00am- 
5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thomas Will can be reached on 571.272.6998. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571.273.8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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